IN THE SUPREME APPELLATE COURT GILGIT-
BALTISTAN AT GILGIT

SMC NO. 28/2011
(Complaint Against PID by Sada-e-Gilgit)

Advocate General Gilgit-Baltistan

Mr. Manzar Shegri Editor Sada-e-Gilgit

Mr. Naseen Khan, Director PID Gilgit

Mr. Abbas Khan, Advocate on behalf of Sada-e-Gilgit

Order dated 28-11-2011.
The report submitted by Director PID Gilgit reveals that Daily Sada-e-

Gilgit was delisted from central media list maintained by Ministry of
Information Government of Pakistan vide order dated 15-08-2011 for the
charges of filing false statement with fake verification of director PID Gilgit,
and in consequence thereto a case under section 471, 468 and 420 PPC was
also registered against Sada-e-Gilgit vide FIR No. 238 dated June 2011 at
police station City Gilgit.

The DIG Crime present in court in connection with another case on
asking of the court has stated that he will issue necessary instruction to the
concerned police officials for early submission of challan in the case in
accordance with law. The newspaper has filed this complaint before this
court for its enlistment on the basis of rule of fair and equal treatment in the
press.

The Director PID present in court has informed us that the
management of newspaper has filed a Civil Suit in the matter in which the
Civil Court as well as the first Appellate court declined to grant temporary
relief on the question of enlistment. The management of newspaper instead
of availing proper remedy before the Chief court, against the order of civil
court has filed this application which is not maintainable. Mr. Manzar Shegri
Editor of Sad-e-Gilgit has submitted that the newspaper has been
discriminated for the reason of not following the policy of government in
respect of publication of news as per choice of Government.

Mr. Ishtiaq Syed Ex-Employee of daily Sada-e-Gilgit has also filed an

application that publication of Daily Sada-e-Gilgit is without lawful



authority as the newspaper on the basis of Haft Roza declaration is
publishing daily newspaper. The applicant in support thereof has placed on
record certain notifications.

Without going into the question of legality or illegality of the
declaration of newspaper and the policy of Government in respect of official
publication, we would like to observe that pending civil suit on the subject
before the civil court this court is not supposed to interfere in the matter in
its original jurisdiction under article 61 of Government of Gilgit-Baltistan
and this application is disposed of with observation that the applicants may
avail appropriate remedy in accordance with law. However the learned Civil
Judge seized of the civil suit should proceed with the case expeditiously to
avoid unnecessary delay in disposal of the suit.

The Director PID may look into the complain of Daily Sada-e-Gilgit
in respect of grievance of discriminatory treatment and also in the complaint
of Ishtiag Syed, involving the question of illegality of declaration of Sada-e-
Gilgit and submit his report to the concern authorities in the Ministry of
Information Government of Pakistan for appropriate action by the competent
authority in accordance with law. This application and complaint of Ishtiaq

Syed are accordingly disposed of.
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